
 

Water Safety Policy 
 

National Quality Standard 
 

Area 2 - Children’s health and safety 

Standard 2.2 Safety 

Element 2.1.2 Health practices and procedures: Effective illness and 

injury management and hygiene practices are promoted 

and implemented. 

Element 2.2.1 Supervision: At all times, reasonable precautions and 

adequate supervision ensure children are protected from 

harm and hazard 

Element 2.2.2 Incident and emergency management: Plans to 

effectively manage incidents and emergencies are 

developed in consultation with relevant authorities, 

practised and implemented 

 

 

Children (Education and Care Services) National Regulations (2011 SI 653) 
 

Reg. 101 Risk assessment must be conducted before excursion 

Reg. 115 Premises designed to facilitate supervision 

Reg. 122 Educators must be working directly with children to be included in ratios 

Reg. 168 Education and care service must have policies and procedures 

 

Links to the Child Safe Standards 
 

Standard 1 - Child safety and 
wellbeing is embedded in 
organisational leadership, governance 
and culture. 

Child safety is embedded in governance, with 
clear water safety policy and training. 

Standard 2 - Children participate in 
decisions affecting them 

Children’s participation is valued; their views are 
considered in water play safety rules. 



 

Standard 4 - Equity is upheld and 
diverse needs are taken into account 

Families are informed and engaged in water 
safety measures and excursion planning. 

Standard 8 - Physical and online 
environments minimise the 
opportunity for abuse to occur 

Educators are trained and supported to respond 
to water-related risks and emergencies. 

Standard 10 - Policies and procedures 
document how the organisation is 
child safe 

Policy reviewed annually and after any incident 
involving water. 

 

 
Related Policies: 
 

Administration of First Aid Policy 

Child Protection Policy 

Dealing with Medical Conditions/Medical Administration Policy 

Excursions Policy 

Extra Curricular Activities Policy 

Governance, Management and Record Keeping Policy 

Incident, Illness, Trauma and Accident Policy 

Providing a Child Safe Environment Policy 

 
 
Policy Statement: 

Adventure OSHC is committed to ensuring the safety and wellbeing of all children when in or 

around water. This includes water play at the service, excursions near or involving water, hot 

water, drinking water, and hygiene practices. 

Children will be given opportunities to engage in water-based learning and play that is safe, 

inclusive, and developmentally appropriate, while being protected through effective 

supervision, environmental controls, and risk management. 

Body of water includes (but is not limited to): 



 

●​ Swimming pools and water parks 

●​ Wading pools 

●​ Ponds, lakes, creeks, rivers, dams, the sea/ocean 

●​ Any container or equipment holding more than 5cm of water, where a child’s nose 

and mouth could be submerged 

 

Purpose: 

 
To ensure the safety and supervision of children in and around water. This includes water 

play, excursions near water, hot water, drinking water and hygiene practices with water in 

the Service. 

 

Scope: 

 
This policy applies to all children, families, educators, staff, management, volunteers, and 

visitors to the service. 

 

Implementation: 

The Approved Provider, Management, and Nominated Supervisor will: 

●​ Provide clear procedures and training on water safety and supervision. 

●​ Ensure water hazards at the service are removed, restricted, or secured with 

child-resistant barriers. 

●​ Conduct risk assessments (Reg. 101) prior to any excursion near or involving water, 

with control measures documented. 

●​ Ensure educators maintain current approved first aid, CPR, asthma, and anaphylaxis 

training. 

●​ Display CPR posters near areas where water play may occur. 

●​ Ensure hot water accessible to children does not exceed 43.5°C. 

●​ Ensure safe storage and signage for non-drinking water (e.g., water tanks). 

●​ Notify parents of any water-related incident as soon as practicable (within 24 hours). 

●​ Notify the Regulatory Authority of any serious incident involving water within 24 

hours. 

 

 



 

Educators will: 

●​ Provide active, constant, and age-appropriate supervision of children near water 

(Reg. 115). 

●​ Never leave children unattended near water. 

●​ Check and minimise water-related hazards during daily safety checks. 

●​ Empty water containers and troughs immediately after play and store them out of 

children’s reach. 

●​ Ensure water play equipment is safe, clean, and hygienic. 

●​ Encourage children to participate in setting rules for safe water play. 

●​ Teach children about personal safety and responsible water use. 

●​ Support children’s access to clean, cool drinking water at all times. 

●​ Ensure children are excluded from water play or excursions if they present with 

diarrhoea, vomiting, or open sores. 

Children will be supported to: 

●​ Engage in safe water play with educator guidance. 

●​ Learn about water safety, conservation, and hygiene. 

●​ Contribute ideas about safe water play rules. 

Operational Safety Measures:​
 

●​ Water troughs/pools: cleaned, disinfected and refilled daily; emptied into gardens 

after use. 

●​ Buckets and containers: inaccessible to children when in use for cleaning or soaking. 

●​ Hot water: tested to ensure it is maintained below 43.5°C. 

●​ Animals’ water bowls: changed daily and only accessible when supervised. 

●​ Excursions: children wear appropriate clothing; educator-to-child ratios exceed 

minimum requirements; additional adults may be engaged for supervision at 

beaches, pools or other high-risk areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sources: 

 
●​ Australian Children’s Education & Care Authority 

●​ Guide to the Education and Care Services National Law 

●​ Education and Care Services National Regulations (2011 SI 653) 

●​ National Quality Standards 

●​ National Health and Medication Research Council - https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/ 

●​ NSW Department of Health - https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/  
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